Introduced by Council Member Gaffney & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Hazouri & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2015-853
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE WORK OF THE LATE DR. RICHARD CHRISTENSEN AND EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES ON HIS UNTIMELY PASSING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Richard Christensen earned his bachelor’s degree in philosophy at Rutgers University, a master’s degree in medical ethics from Georgetown University and his medical degree from Wright State University; and


WHEREAS, Dr. Christenson brought his credentials as a skilled psychiatrist to Jacksonville in 2000 where he taught on the faculty of the University of Florida’s College of Medicine in Jacksonville, published over 100 articles and book chapters on psychiatry, and was presented the Hippocratic Award, the College of Medicine’s highest award for teaching; and 


WHEREAS, “Dr. C.”, as he was fondly known, for many years served as the Director of Behavioral Health Services for the I.M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless and was widely recognized for his devotion to providing psychiatric services to Northeast Florida’s homeless population, both at the Sulzbacher Center and in the field, riding with social workers throughout the area seeking out persons with mental health needs who did not have the knowledge or resources to obtain paid psychiatric services; and 


WHEREAS, a humble and unassuming man, Dr. Christensen was a champion of the field of community psychiatry, was recognized as a hero and a servant leader for his services to the homeless, and was the recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award by Mental Health America of Northeast Florida for his outstanding body of work; and


WHEREAS, the City was shocked and saddened to learn recently of the accidental death of Richard Christensen in Africa while on a Habitat for Humanity mission trip in Zambia, and desires to express its admiration for his work and its sadness at his passing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and invaluable work of Dr. Richard Christensen, a champion of compassionate mental health care for Northeast Florida’s homeless population, and expresses its most sincere condolences to Dr. Christensen’s family, friends, colleagues and admirers. His many contributions and devotion to the cause of service to those with mental health needs will be long remembered and respected.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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